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Members of the Cooperstown Rotary and Lions Clubs
capturing junk during a clean-up of the Upper Susquehanna
River in western New York State on July 17. River cleanups
raise community awareness of pollution, the first step in
mobilizing communities  to change the habits that create it.
Read more below on how D7170 is building partnerships to
protect the entire watershed of this ancient river on the U.S.
East Coast.

This issue celebrates ESRAG's rapidly-growing

partnerships in the quest to restore rivers and

provide safe water to everyone.  A series of online

meetings in coming weeks reveal how ESRAG

members are working with other Rotary Action

Groups, civil society, business, and the public

sector to advance shared humanitarian goals of

health and thriving economies.  

These Zoom discussions give you the opportunity

to explore projects on several continents and

network with the people implementing them.

Here's the line-up:

• World Rivers Day Talks Aug. 11 - Sept. 22

• Reducing the Risk of Zoonotic Diseases

• Reviving a River and a Region

• Climate's Impact: Defense, Farming and Energy

• ESRAG Europe's Solar Clean Water Challenge

Launching the World Rivers Series
August 11, 1:00 pm UTC, 6:00 am Pacific

Salvador Rico collecting a sample of toxic foam on the Río

Lerma in México

Salvador Rico’s talk launches ESRAG’s campaign to

inspire Rotarians across the globe to protect the

rivers we depend on for life and livelihood. He will

describe how river clean-ups galvanize

communities, and how Rotarians are persuading

governments and business to stop pollution.  This

is the first of an eight-week series of ESRAG Zoom

meetings showcasing Rotarians’ watershed

projects around the world, leading up to and

celebrating World Rivers Day, Sept. 26.   

Speaker bio: As a child growing up in Guadalajara,

México, Salvador Rico was told never to swim in

the Río Lerma Santiago because of its lethal burden

of sewage and industrial pollution.  He vowed that

when he grew up, he would come back to clean up

that river. Now, he is keeping that promise as a

Rotarian and as leader of Cleaning the Rivers of the

World, a project of South Ukiah Rotary Club in

Northern California. 

As a member of four Rotary Action Groups,

Salvador has created alliances between ESRAG and

vital partners including the US Geological Survey

(USGS),  End Plastic Soup, WASH RAG (Water, 

Sanitation, and Hygiene), RAGFP (Peace) and

RAGCED (Community and Economic

Development), combining their expertise and

influence to persuade stakeholders to stop the

river pollution that contributes to infectious

disease, cancer and other terrible illnesses.

Zoonotic Diseases
Aug. 25, I pm UTC, 8 am CDT

  

In November of 2019, the SARS CoV-2 virus spilled

over from an animal host into a human in the

vicinity of Wuhan, China.  While the results have

been devastating, there is nothing unusual about

this, and it has been happening at an increasingly

rapid rate over the last 60 years.  As humankind has

degraded the natural environment, there

have been more and more opportunities for

viruses, bacteria and protozoa to spill over from

their hosts into humans.  Dr. Richard Randolph will

explain how disrupting the environment increases

our risk for pandemic, why this is happening, and

how we can reduce the odds of this occurring again

next year. 

Speaker Bio: ESRAG Board Chair Richard

Randolph, MD is a family physician based in

Lenexa, Kansas (USA), and a retired US Army

Colonel with two combat tours in the Middle East. 

He is the Chief Medical Officer of Heart to Heart

International and works extensively in the

developing world.  This includes responses to

many natural disasters including earthquakes,

tropical storms and tornados.  He has established

cholera treatment centers in Haiti and served as

the Chief Medical Officer for an Ebola treatment

unit in Liberia.  

ESRAG World Rivers Day Series
Aug. 18 -- Bricia ElAwar, Río Bravo/Río Grande

Aug. 26 -- Gert-Jan van Dommelen, 

                   End Plastic Soup River Projects

Aug. 28 -- Sharon Aston, Addis Ababa Rivers

Sept. 1 -- Alberto Palombo, South American Lotic

                 and Lentic waters

Sept. 8 -- Bryan Ingram: Watershed Restoration

Sept. 15 --  Dr. Gavin Reynolds: U.N. Adopt-a-River

                     Valuing Water

Sept. 22 -- Dr. Prakasam Tata: Wastewater 

                    and Rivers 

The series culminates in four ESRAG workshops on

September 18, 20, 22 and 24, during World Rivers

Week. Rotary Clubs are invited to bring their river

project ideas and "workshop" solutions to

watershed and waterway issues with the cadre of

experts within and outside of Rotary. The two-hour

sessions will be held in the evenings (Brazil time). 

Watch for details in our September newsletter.

Register for ESRAG's upcoming talks

Reviving a River and a Region

  

Rotarians and Lions hauling a giant piece of junk ("The

Thing") out of the Susquehanna July 17

The rivers of America’s Northeast powered huge

economic growth in the 19th century, only to

witness the region’s late 20th- century decline as its

early river-powered industries succumbed to

global competition. Now, PDG Jeff Smith of District

7170 is championing watershed protection to

generate a regional economic renaissance in the

21st.   

With ardent support from current DG Evan Kurtz,

the district environmental committee is mapping

resources already in place and connecting

stakeholders in business, the public sector, non-

profits, and education to build a thriving green

economy centered on the Susquehanna River.  The

Susquehanna is one of the world’s most ancient

rivers and the longest in the eastern United States.

Its watershed spans six Rotary districts from

southwestern New York State to Maryland, where

the river contributes half of the freshwater inflow

of this vital fishing ground. As District Governor in

2018-19, Jeff led the development of an

environmental strategic plan to leverage the

expertise and influence of Rotarians and

community partners into transformational

impact.   The heart of the strategy is mapping every

possible asset, then connecting them. Jeff started

by convening Rotarians and others who are leaders

in green technology and entrepreneurship,

including lithium battery innovation, water

treatment, and glass recycling.  He spearheaded a

non-profit, Tier Energy Network (TEN), which is

helping to create a clean energy industry cluster in

southwestern New York. Rotarians can contribute

to workforce development by introducing clean

energy careers to 8th graders. 

The D 7170 environmental strategy widens the

circle beyond Rotary to include other civic groups,

the region’s tourism industry, and the public

sector. The Cooperstown Rotary Club is already

partnering with the Cooperstown Lions on clean-

ups of the river at its source. Evan Kurtz is helping

Habitat for Humanity - one of Rotary’s official

service partners - to build more energy-efficient

houses. A number of communities along the

Susquehanna hold regattas and festivals.  

PDG Jeff is spearheading a campaign to launch a

canoe, kayak and rafting event along the entire

444-mile length of the river in the spring of 2022 to

raise awareness and pride in this river as the

centerpiece of regional eco-tourism.  “Smaller

clubs wonder if they have enough resources to be

part of an environmental project, but they can

organize a chicken barbecue or a concert during

the regatta,” he says. 

The next layer includes the public sector and

funding sources. The District Environmental

Committee is compiling information about

government and other grants. They are helping

civic groups get tree seedlings from New York

State’s Department of Environmental

Conservation, and encouraging communities to

apply to the state’s Department of Economic

Development for grants to fund boating and

fishing access points on the river. 

TEN won a grant from the Appalachian Regional

Commission to create a database of companies,

organizations supporting clean energy, and clean

energy projects in the southern tier of New York.

 This includes research and business incubators in

the region’s universities such as Cornell. D7170

Environmental Committee members keep up to

date on New York State’s environmental policy so

they can help businesses and communities

understand how to come into compliance, with the

goal of helping more and more towns win the

state’s Clean Energy Community designation.  

DG Evan Kurtz is reaching out to the governors of

the other Rotary Districts along the Susquehanna

to bring them onboard for the 2022 regatta to

catalyze collaboration along the entire

watershed. He and Jeff are also starting

conversations about a whole-watershed approach

to the Delaware River, which also rises in D 7170

and spans four U.S. states. 

District 7170’s environmental strategy is a model of

visionary and practical Rotary leadership,

combining environmental stewardship with

community economic development.  Jeff Smith

and Evan Kurtz have been updating ESRAG’s

Eastern North America Chapter about the progress

of their watershed projects and, both are glad to

give talks to Club and District meetings: just click

their names to email them. 

By Ariel Miller, ESRAG Newsletter Edito

Defense, Farming, and Energy:
Climate and Peace Forum Aug. 10

Solar Clean Water Campaign
Starts Aug. 25th!
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The crucial UN Climate Conference,  COP26 in
Glasgow, is now only three months away. It must
succeed for the sake of our planet and our
livelihood. The next Climate and Peace Webinar,
presented online Aug. 10 by the Rotary Clubs of
Sydney, Australia, is focused on possible outcomes
and their implications for defense, energy and food
security. Register here for this free webinar.

Speakers: Cheryl Durrant is a Fellow of the Institute
for Integrated Economic Research, Australia, and
former Director of Preparedness and Mobilisation
for the Australian Department of Defense. Professor
Lachlan Blackhall is Entrepreneurial Fellow and
Head, Battery Storage and Grid Integration at the
Australian National University (ANU), where he's
leading technological breakthroughs in battery
storage for energy networks. Anika Molesworth,
founding Director of Farmers for Climate Action, is a
farmer and agro-ecology scientist widely recognized
for building awareness across Australia on reforms
urgently needed in farming and food systems to
meet the enormous challenges created by climate
change. 

The forum will last 90 minutes and be broadcast as
a free webinar, with the recordings posted within
days.  Each panelist’s talk is an ideal length to show
in a Club or District meeting. The quarterly Climate
and Peace Forum provides a worldwide audience
with big picture insights from leading experts in
science, economics, business, technology, law,
public policy, and journalism to provide the big
picture of climate change and its humanitarian
impact. Recordings of all the previous forums are
available free on the website. 

The Climate and Peace Forum is a public service
which draws hundreds of non-Rotarians. You can
register your Rotary Club as a sponsor for the
forum, so viewers near you who care about
environmental sustainability can find you.  

ESRAG Europe invites you to join its newest quest
to Fix the Planet: the Solar Safe Water Challenge. 
We’re inviting Rotarians worldwide to join us in
providing solar-powered water purification devices
to families in Kenya. Find out how at the kick-off
webinar, which will be offered twice: Aug 25 at 4 pm
UTC and Aug. 27 at 11 am UTC.  Register here.
 
The Solar Safe Water Challenge is a collaboration
of ESRAG, WASH RAG, and the Swedish social
enterprise Solvatten, who designed the technology.
The webinar will explain the enormous impact each
$140 kit will have in improving families’ well-
being.  In this first phase, ESRAG Europe is asking
Rotarians: how many families can Rotary give
access to hot, safe water?  Is it 1,000, 5,000, or
even 10,000?  

This initiative aims to help families in Kenya and the
region of Tharaka, where 19 million people lack
access to safe water. Each kit, the size of a small
suitcase, supplies 10 liters of safe, hot water in 2-4
hours using nothing but solar power. The kits will be
provided free to families, with training provided by
IRL, a trusted non-profit in Kenya.  

Over a useful life of at least 7 years, a thousand kits
will save 50,000 trees from being cut down for fuel,
prevent 7,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions,
reduce indoor air pollution from cook fires, and save
families an estimated 1 million Euros in fuel, lost
wages due to sickness, and health care costs. By
reducing the time spent collecting wood and boiling
water, this project frees up girls’ time for school and
women’s time for gainful employment. 

The webinar speakers are the Solvatten CEO, Petra
Wadström, the ESRAG Chair, Richard Randolph,
MD, and the Chair-Emeritus, WASH Rotary Action
Group, Dr. Ron Denham. They will explain the
impact of water and air pollution on human health,
the critical shortage of safe water, and the benefits
of Solvatten’s low-cost, innovative solution. Join us
to find out how you can be part of this
breakthrough! 

Ingrid Hesser and Gunilla Östberg,
ESRAG Europe Co-Chairs

The Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group operates in accordance with Rotary International

policy, but is not an agency of, or controlled by, Rotary International. Read about ESRAG and Rotarians'

environmental projects on our new website! Please email us with news of your environmental projects.
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