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Dates for your calendar:
ESRAG ANZPI Chapter Meeting
December 6th 2020 01:30 PM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84902521635

Thursday 26th November 7pm AEDT
(8am UTC)

Your Garden, Our Future
https://trybooking.com/BMIAB
Friday 4th December, 1.30-4.30pm
AEDT
Transport for Melbourne—the future we
must plan for. Roundtable hosted by
the VLGA and supported by the Royal
Society of Victoria
Free but bookings essential.
Tuesday 16th February 2021
Climate and Peace Forum
https://climateandpeace.com.au/
Australian Pollinator Week
Department of Agriculture, Water &
the Environment Calendar

This month’s focus is on how you can support the environment by minimising
your carbon footprint.
Dr Roger Blakeley from the Rotary Club of Wellington, New Zealand and his
team have developed a Carbon Footprint calculator for Rotary Clubs to use.
A number of Melbourne clubs are trialling the use of the calculator for meeting
and event attendances. We watch their progress with interest and will report
on the findings in due course.
In the meantime, there are number of tips and ideas of how to reduce your
personal carbon footprint and live sustainably.
The CSIRO made headlines in mainstream media this week with the release
of irrefutable data substantiating the impact of climate change across
Australia.
It underpins Rotary’s significant role of focussing on environmental solutions
such as collectively reducing our carbon footprint and a vast range of projects
and activities.
Another example of environmental project is the now launched District 9800
R100 Planting Guide resource specifically developed for the urban areas of
Melbourne to promote biodiversity and support pollinators (birds, butterflies,
bees and other insects) in our gardens and green spaces.
The planting guide is available free on line for Rotarians to download, use and
share
https://www.wheenbeefoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SF001-EPollinators-8pp-SE-Melbourne-1.pdf

This flows well into the Australian Pollinator Week Webinar (flyer below)
scheduled on 26 November 2020 – ‘Your Garden – Our Future’ featuring
gardening guru Costa Georgiadis together with Fiona Chambers, CEO of The
Wheen Bee Foundation. Happy planting!
Co-Chairs, Environmental Sustainability Committee
Fabienne Nichola
John McCaskill
Would your club members like to know more about Environment and Sustainability?
District 9800 Environment & Sustainability.
Do you need help in establishing an Environment & Sustainability Committee?
Are you interested in learning more about projects your members can do right now?
View projects on the ESRAG website.

Quick links:
https://rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
sitepage/environment-sustainability
Bee Friendly: A planting guide for
European Honeybees and Australian native
pollinators.

Powerful Pollinators:
https://www.esrag.org/esrag-unephandbook

At the latest ESRAG ANZPI Cluster meeting on November 1st, members heard from
Dr Roger Blakeley from the Rotary Club of Wellington, New Zealand.
Roger and his team are working on developing a Carbon Footprint calculator for Rotary
Clubs to use. The aim is for clubs to complete their energy audit and then achieve net
zero carbon emissions not just by one Club but for all clubs.
It is also an attempt to increase awareness amongst Rotarians of the personal actions
and decisions that each of us can take to reduce our own and our household’s carbon
footprint, through actions on transport, energy, food and waste.
Combating climate change is not just a matter for government and businesses.
We all need to take responsibility. This is an example of Rotary, as a membership
organisation, putting our hand up and saying ‘we are going to do our bit to reduce
carbon emissions, both as a club, and by supporting our members’ awareness and
choices.’
https://www.rotaryoceania.zone/Stories/first-in-nz-carbon-zero-rotary-club-of-wellington
https://www.esraganzpi.org/newsletters/

https://www.esraganzpi.org/
Share the ESRAG 2 minute video
introducing the new Area of
Focus: ‘Supporting the Environment.
The Green Event checklist
ESRAG on Facebook

Webinar recordings:
Planning For Success
https://vimeo.com/476496978
Operation Pollination
https://vimeo.com/475395701
The Climate and Peace Forum videos
Re-wild to mitigate the climate crisis
Join ESRAG:
https://www.esrag.org/
membership-form
US$30 per year or
US$125 for 5 years.
Just US$15 per year for ages 17-25.

We are seeking
assistance with social
media and marketing for
ESRAG ANZPI and the
District 9800 Environment & Sustainability team.
Email Rob

How to reduce your carbon footprint:
Most of our daily activities contribute to a personal or household carbon footprint.
The main areas are: transport, electricity usage, fuel, food and waste.
You can reduce your carbon footprint through your personal
choices such as:
• driving more-efficient vehicles and maintaining vehicles
• using energy-efficient appliances
• insulating your home to reduce heating and cooling costs
* buying local and reducing transport kilometres
* installing solar panels
* reducing waste and recycling as much as possible.
Individuals and companies also purchase carbon credits
to offset their usage. The money raised from this goes into
projects such as planting trees or investing in renewable
energy.
Some useful links are:
What it means to be carbon neutral
Participating in the Carbon Market
Sensible Transport
GreenFleet
What is carbon offsetting?
The Bureau of Meteorology and CSIRO State of the Climate 2020 shows that
Australia is experiencing climate change now.

Read the full
article here.

SUSTAINABLE LIVING
Be a friend to the environment - it helps make the world a healthier and safer place
In this article we look at ways in which we can be more energy efficient in the home. This is both environmentally and economically
friendly and helps to make the world we live in a healthier and safer place, not only for ourselves but for future generations.
Electricity Usage:
It is important for the benefit of the environment to conserve our use of electricity. In Australia, electricity represents one-third of
aggregate greenhouse gas emissions, the largest single source. 1
Some Energy Saving Suggestions in the Home:
Turn off the lights when they are not in use; install energy efficient globes; use LED lighting.
Be efficient and sparing with heating and cooling systems; install smart thermostats.
Unplug appliances when not in use.
Check that thermostat settings are optimised.
Buy energy efficient appliances with a good energy rating.
Do full loads of washing; opt for cold water washes rather than hot water washes.
Insulate your roof or ceiling.
Double glaze windows.
Patch up gaps in the floor and around doors and window frames, to reduce drafts.
If you are able, swap from traditional energy sources to RENEWABLES e.g. install rooftop solar panels.
The ‘Good News’ is that 29% of Australian homes have solar rooftop panels with installations continuing
apace unaffected by COVID-19.
Install solar hot water systems.
Conserve water, take shorter showers, install a water saving shower head.
Wear extra layers of clothing when it’s cold, use an extra blanket when sleeping.
Dry clothes in the sunshine.
Some energy savings in the kitchen:
Make sure the fridge seal is airtight and use your freezer wisely.
Have an in-home energy assessment to test the effectiveness of appliances.
Close curtains and blinds to keep your home cooler in summer.
10 Top tips to save on electricity

Peter Berg
Rotary Club of Melbourne

Resources:
Quarterly Update of Australia’s National Greenhouse Gas Inventory - March 2020

https://www.energy.gov.au/households/energy-rating
Save energy and money with Victorian Government Energy Upgrades
In home energy assessments
Helping your household save on energy costs
1.
2.

4.
5.
6.
7.

Promote Environment and Sustainability as the new Area of Focus.
Nominate a Club Environmental Sustainability Representative or Committee and let us know the contact
details so we can support you with updated information and resources.
3. Start an Club environmental project. The District 9800 Environmental Sustainability web page has ideas and
can provide support - rotarydistrict9800.org.au/sitepage/environmental-sustainability
Participate in upcoming Webinars or recordings of past ones that cover your area of interest or for further awareness.
Join ESRAG for a wealth of Project ideas and other information (you will also become a member of the ESRAG Regional Chapter)
Pass on the monthly newsletters to your Club members and other interested contacts.
Tell us what you need.
Like the ESRAG LinkedIn page

Like the ESRAG Facebook page

WHEEN Bee Foundation Pollinator Guides:
Powerful Pollinators is a program designed to increase the prevalence, health and diversity of pollinators in the landscape.
The Program encourages the strategic planting of ‘trees for bees’
and other pollinators and provides Pollinator Planting Guides
developed by experienced botanists and field ecologists for use by
landholders.
The Guides specify relevant information about pollinator habitat and
floral resources to enable users such as land managers, Landcare
groups, nurseries and gardeners to select the most appropriate
indigenous species that provide value for pollinators.
Encouraging insect pollinators in farm landscapes.
Powerful Pollinators of the Western District
Metropolitan and Greater Melbourne South East
West Gippsland and Westernport
Further guides are under development.

https://climateandpeace.com.au/

